
House Republican Press Release 
 
 
 
October 28, 2008  
Press Office: 860-240-8700 
 

A VIEW FROM THE INSIDE 
State Representative Ruth Fahrbach 

Voters to have their say on constitutional convention 
 

 
On the ballot this November, Connecticut voters will 

have the opportunity to answer a question regarding 
whether the state should hold a constitutional convention, 
and a question on whether 17-year olds who will turn 18 
before the general election should be allowed to vote in 
primaries.  

 
Article 13 of the state constitution outlines the process by which a constitutional 

convention can come about. Below is the language in Article 13: 
 
SEC. 1. The General Assembly may, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-

thirds of the total membership of each house, provide for the convening of a 
constitutional convention to amend or revise the constitution of the state not earlier than 
ten years from the date of convening any prior convention. 

SEC. 2. The question "Shall there be a Constitutional Convention to amend or revise the 
Constitution of the State?" shall be submitted to all the electors of the state at the general 
election held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November in the even-numbered 
year next succeeding the expiration of a period of twenty years from the date of 
convening of the last convention called to revise or amend the constitution of the state, 
including the Constitutional Convention of 1965, or next succeeding the expiration of a 
period of twenty years from the date of submission of such a question to all electors of 
the state, whichever date shall last occur. If a majority of the electors voting on the 
question shall signify "yes", the general assembly shall provide for such convention as 
provided in Section 3 of this article. 

SEC. 3. In providing for the convening of a constitutional convention to amend or revise 
the constitution of the state the general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at 
least two-thirds of the total membership of each house, prescribe by law the manner of 
selection of the membership of such convention, the date of convening of such 
convention, which shall be not later than one year from the date of the roll call vote under 
Section 1 of this article or one year from the date of the election under Section 2 of this 
article, as the case may be, and the date for final adjournment of such convention. 



SEC. 4. Proposals of any constitutional convention to amend or revise the constitution of 
the state shall be submitted to all the electors of the state not later than two months after 
final adjournment of the convention, either as a whole or in such parts and with such 
alternatives as the convention may determine. Any proposal of the convention to amend 
or revise the constitution of the state submitted to such electors in accordance with this 
section and approved by a majority of such electors voting on the question shall be valid, 
to all intents and purposes, as a part of this constitution. Such proposals when so 
approved shall take effect thirty days after the date of the vote thereon unless otherwise 
provided in the proposal. 

 Whether you support the constitutional convention or not, please remember to 
exercise your right to vote yes or no on Election Day.   

  
State Rep. Ruth Fahrbach represents the 61st District, including Suffield, and parts of 

Windsor and East Granby, in the General Assembly. 
 

 
 


